Early evaluation of a rechargeable pacemaker system.
A rechargeable demand pulse generator for permanent transvenous cardiac pacing was evaluated in 66 patients. During a cumulative follow-up period of 895 patient months there was no instance of failure of either the pulse generator or of the recharging circuit. Acceptance of the recharging concept was high, there being only one patient in whom it was necessary to replace the rechargeable generator because of inability to master the recharging technique. The early findings indicate that with proper patient selection the rechargeable pulse generator promises to be an important contribution to pacemaker therapy.